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Figure�2
Observed return rates for 55 species of  shorebirds with di�erent social mating system. Each dot indicates an observed return rate for a given population 
(N = 120 populations), whereby dot size indicates the total number of  marked individuals in the study, and color refers to sex (gray = sex unknown or sexes 
combined). Species are listed in descending order of  average return rates within each mating system category. *Snowy plovers and Kentish plovers are 
typically classi�ed as serially polygamous, but considered monogamous in this study because they normally maintain a pair bond for the �rst clutch and both 
pair members incubate the eggs. **The mating system of  the curlew sandpiper is unknown, but suspected to be polygyny from observations of  female-only 
incubation and early departure of  males from the breeding grounds (Holmes and Pitelka 1964).
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